Canon 20. Change of Parish Status

20.1. When any Parish shall:

20.1.1. have persistently disregarded or refused to conform to any of the

Canons of The Episcopal Church or of the Diocese, or

20.1.2. fail to pay its Rector a salary at least equal to that prescribed by

Canon 21, or

20.1.3. fail to provide the financial support necessary for the spiritual

maintenance of and an adequate program for the Parish, or

20.1.4. fail for a twelve (12) month period to pay the total of the Diocesan

assessment prescribed by Convention. (Canon 20.1.4 shall not

apply to restoration plans approved prior to the date of its

adoption; provided, however, that a default by a parish on any

term of a prior restoration plan and failure of the Parish and the

Diocese to agree in writing on a replacement plan shall cause the

parish to be subject to the provisions of Canon 20);

then, after full investigation with an opportunity for the Parish to be heard,

and upon concurring action of the Bishop, Standing Committee, and the

Board of Trustees, said Parish may either (i) be declared an “Aided Parish”

for a temporary condition, or (ii) move to the non-temporary condition

described in Canon 20.7. Aided Parish status shall be used to allow the
Aided Parish and the Diocese to work collaboratively to restore the Aided

Parish to compliance with the Canons.

20.2. Upon being declared an Aided Parish pursuant to Canon 20.1, such Parish

shall promptly take all steps necessary to relinquish its rights and privileges

as a Parish, including the right to elect a rector and the right to hold and

control its property both real and personal and to allow direction for use of its

property on the terms and conditions as may be determined by the Bishop

with the approval of the Standing Committee and the Board of Trustees. The

Bishop or the Bishop’s designee shall have full authority to direct and govern

the day to day administrative, business and spiritual activities of an Aided

Parish, including control of access to and use of all Parish property. If there

is a rector of the Aided Parish, the rector shall become priest-in-charge of the

Aided Parish.

20.3. If the Bishop, the Board of Trustees, and the Standing Committee each

determines that one or more of the conditions described in Canon 20.1 is

temporary, the Parish may be allowed to continue its parochial relationship

with the Diocese as an Aided Parish upon such terms and with such financial

assistance as the Bishop and the Board of Trustees may authorize including

such terms as may be in a plan suggested by the Aided Parish. The terms

may include the Parish and the Diocese entering into a written “Restoration

Plan” pursuant to which the Board of Trustees may allow such Parish to have

a temporary dispensation from some or all of the Parish’s financial

obligations to the Diocese, provided that any such Restoration Plan shall

include agreement as to how any financial problems of the Aided Parish shall

be rectified and by what date. Failure by the Parish to perform according to

such agreement will be cause for the Bishop and the Board of Trustees in

their discretion and acting with the advice and consent of the Standing

Committee, to change the status of such Parish to a Mission. Upon such a

change of status, the title to all real and personal property shall be transferred

to the Diocese of El Camino Real and the corporation of the Parish shall be

dissolved. The Bishop and the Board of Trustees may also consider merging

the parish with another parish or dissolving the parish.

20.4. At any time within four (4) years after being declared an Aided Parish, such

Aided Parish may be restored to full and regular Parish status by approval of

the Bishop, with the concurrence of the Standing Committee and the Board

of Trustees, either upon the initiative of the Bishop, the Standing Committee,

or the Board of Trustees, or upon the application of the Aided Parish. A

Restoration Plan may be amended by mutual written agreement and such

amendment may extend the plan beyond four (4) years. If an Aided Parish

shall remain in such status for a period more than four (4) years, then a

special meeting of the Aided Parish shall be called by either the Bishop or the

Wardens of the Aided Parish and by majority vote thereof, it shall be

determined whether such Aided Parish shall petition to be restored to full and

regular Parish status, or shall be changed to the status of a Mission, or shall

be closed.

20.5. Upon restoration to Parish status, any Parish property shall be restored to the

control of the Aided Parish and, if a priest-in-charge of the Aided Parish shall

have been appointed by the Bishop, such priest shall forthwith resign and a

successor shall be elected in the manner provided for Parishes. A priest-in

charge may be called as rector by an Aided Parish with the prior written

consent of the Bishop

.

20.6. If the Aided Parish elects to change to the status of a Mission and such desire

is confirmed pursuant to Canon 18.10, or if its petition to be restored to full

Parish status is denied, and there is no decision to close such Aided Parish,

the Aided Parish shall take the necessary legal steps to immediately organize

itself in accordance with the provisions of these Canons relating to organized

missions.

20.7. If one or more of the conditions in Canon 20.1 are not deemed to be

temporary, the Bishop shall give due notice thereof to such Parish. If, after

receipt of the notice by the Parish, the Parish shall have failed in a timely

manner to cure the conditions specified in the notice, and the Bishop

determines that the Parish should be liable to suspension of its privilege of

representation in the Convention, or to the dissolution of its parochial

relationship with the Diocese, the Bishop shall so advise the Standing

Committee and Board of Trustees and thereafter the Convention in writing of

the Bishop’s determination. Thereupon, by a concurrent majority vote of the

clerical and lay orders, voting separately, the Convention may proceed to

suspend the representation of such Parish in the Convention and also may

wholly dissolve the parochial relationship with the Diocese. When the

Parish’s representation has been suspended, such parish shall no longer be a

part of The Episcopal Church and its real and personal property shall be

transferred to the Diocese, The Episcopal Church in the Diocese of El

Camino Real, on terms determined by concurring action of the Bishop, the

Board of Trustees, and the Standing Committee. If the Parish fails promptly

to take all necessary steps to relinquish its rights and privileges as a parish or

to transfer its real and personal property to The Episcopal Church in the

Diocese of El Camino Real on the terms and conditions determined by the

Bishop, the Board of Trustees, and the Standing Committee, the Diocese of

El Camino Real may enforce the obligations of the Parish under this Canon

by an action for specific performance or such other action as may be

appropriate in any court of competent jurisdiction.

20.8 If no action is taken by the Bishop to terminate the rights and privileges of

the Parish or to enforce the relinquishment of the Parish’s real and personal

property to The Episcopal Church in the Diocese of El Camino Real, and

should a Parish fail to meet its total fair share obligation over a period of

twenty four (24) months, the Parish shall revert to the status of a Mission,

and shall transfer all its real and personal property to the Episcopal Church in

the Diocese of El Camino Real. A congregation’s fair share obligation shall

be deemed to have been met if the congregation is in compliance with a

Restoration Plan or other plan approved by the Board of Trustees or

predecessor Council. If the Parish fails promptly to take all necessary steps

to relinquish its rights and privileges as a parish or to transfer its real and

personal property to The Episcopal Church in the Diocese of El Camino Real

on the terms and conditions determined by the Bishop, the Board of Trustees,

and the Standing Committee, the Diocese of El Camino Real may enforce the

obligations of the Parish under this Canon by an action for specific

performance or such other action as may be appropriate in any court of

competent jurisdiction.

